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Fleet managers, transport owners, and fuel transporters turn to Westmor when they’re 

frustrated with downtime and maintenance issues or when they are looking for better 

ways to maximize their fleet. Oftentimes, they’re having troubles with their trailer weights 

and payload capacity or they need a product to help with a diversified operation.

» Match your trailer and equipment to your operational needs

» Design equipment to maximize your payload capacity

» Diversify your operation with the ability to transport or deliver fuel

» TranstechTM Tank design provides an unforced, precise fit-up of 

components for a stronger, longer lasting tank

» Made in the USA

SCAN 
TO LEARN MORE

westmor-ind.com
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The Propane Marketers Association of Kansas 
publishes the PMAK PROPANE NEWS four times 
a year for its members and supporters.

As the official publication of the Propane 
Marketers Association of Kansas, the NEWS carries 
authentic information pertinent to the activities of 
the Association. In other respects, the Association 
cannot be responsible for the content thereof or for 
the opinion the author conveys in the article. The 
views and opinions expressed in the NEWS may not 
be the opinion of Association staff.

No article or any information contained herein 
may be reproduced in any way without the express 
consent of the Editor of the PROPANE NEWS.

All comments and articles of interest or inquiries 
regarding advertising should be directed to:

Greg Noll, Editor
Jacquie Rush, Assistant Editor

PMAK PROPANE NEWS
540 NW Broad Street • Topeka, KS 66608

Phone: (785)354-1749 • Fax: (785)354-1740
Email: gregnoll@pmak.org or

jacquierush@pmak.org
Website: www.propaneinkansas.org

For membership information please contact the 
PMAK office at the above mentioned address.
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PMAK Mission
Founded in 1942, the Propane Marketers Association 
of Kansas is the only organization in Kansas dedicated 
solely to the propane industry. With more than 200 
members, PMAK’s mission is to “Promote the safety, 
unity, growth and profitability throughout the propane 
industry in Kansas.”
PMAK strives to promote and develop the propane 
industry; to increase the effectiveness of propane 
service for the mutual benefit of the producers, 
distributors and users of propane; advance the methods 
of distribution, utilization and sales employed in the 
propane industry to the highest efficiency; promote 
communication and cooperation in all levels of 
the propane industry; advance knowledge through 
research, invention and market development; and 
to cooperate with other organizations in efforts 
toward economic advancement, accident prevention, 
conservation, standardization and other activities.

PMAK: 80 years of serving the 
propane industry of Kansas.
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President’s 
Letter
By Hannah Ramriez 
Trinity Ag, LLC, Smith Center, KS
President, Propane Marketers  
Association of Kansas 

Do you want to have a stare-down, Mom?”   So of 
course, I say yes and then I am staring into those 
big baby blues…until I let him win.   He laughs 

and carries on how he beat his mom and I take it in 
stride until next time.  Yes, I let him win…I am not 
that mean…I guess.   But speaking of that, you know 
who is hard to beat at a stare-down?  I’ll give you some 
hints…they have brown hair, stand short in stature, 
and have those beady little brown eyes that get you 
every time…. any guesses…it’s those darn squirrels.  
Especially in the middle of a highway when you are 
cruising along thinking about propane and jamming 
out to some good honky-tonk music and then there, 
he is…Squirrely Sam just staring you down…who 
is making the next move???  I think it’s going to be 
me, until I realize he does the basketball shuffle and 
he’s lined me up perfectly for my shot.  But…I can’t 
underestimate him.  Squirrels are much smarter than 
we give them credit for.  Let me explain.
  Squirrels putting on extra weight is just one strategy 
they use to stay warm during those cold winter 
months.  They spend much of their time preparing for 
this time of year.  Just like us in the propane industry, 
we prepare all spring and summer long to make the 
cold months our time to shine.  We may not put all our 
nuts in one tree, but we put our strategy in place and 
are ready to make it a successful year.  Sometimes our 
strategies get messed up if we get super side-tracked.  
Which leads me to another comparison.
  These rodents…yes, a squirrel is classified as a rodent, 
may pretend to bury a nut to throw off potential 
thieves.  It’s called “deceptive caching.” This is where a 
squirrel digs a hole and vigorously covers it up again, 
but without depositing the nut. This reminds me 
of marketers that choose to not follow the rules and 
regulations that have been set by the propane industry 
to follow.  An example is not doing a line test after an 
Interruption of Service.  It’s a rule.  Let’s follow it.  If not, 
in the long run there could be serious consequences.  
  Yet, with that, let’s spin the next characteristic of a 
squirrel to the positive.  Squirrels don’t dig up all their 
buried nuts, which results in more trees.  They have 
actually contributed to countless trees in our nation’s 
forests.  To me, this is just like our training education 
programs we offer through our associations.  It only 

takes a couple of educators in the industry to pass 
on their knowledge and knowhow and we grow and 
educate ourselves in knowledge and numbers with just 
those few trainers…shout out to Ed Hattemer…thank 
you!
  With this knowledge and knowhow, we never stop 
growing our business.  Just like the front teeth of a 
squirrel, they never stop growing.  So, let’s get out there 
and “gnaw’ away at the competition and strive to keep 
“growing” our gallons.  Take a bite out of their bottom 
line if they didn’t prepare for their winter. 
  You might think I am “nuts” here, but if you know me, 
I could go on.  I may not have my ducks in a row…but 
I have squirrels running everywhere.  Those “squirrels” 
are intelligent and knowledgeable from the training 
we have all received.  But let me leave you with a few 
thoughts.  Yes, I might be “nuts” about this industry, 
but I want every marketer out there to be successful 
and profitable.  As John C. Maxwell once said, “The 
highway of life is filled with flat squirrels that couldn’t 
make a decision.”  Don’t be Squirrely Sam and end up 
as a highway ornament.  Make sure your “propane 
cache” is stocked up and make this winter count and 
leave your nut house fat and sassy with cash.  Good 
luck out there!

800-437-9702
feiinc.com

Delivering solutions to fuel and feed the world.

Open an online account today!

Enerco ERXL Tube Heaters
• Available in 60, 80, 100, 125, 150, 175K Btu/hr capacities
• 20' to 60' system lengths

Accurately measures tank liquid levels on all single-wall, above 
ground tanks, both pressurized and non-pressurized.

Sonar Tank Monitoring

“



CHS

© 2022 CHS Inc.

RELIABLE SUPPLY 
NETWORK 

You deserve a partner who understands the pressures 
you face. That’s why CHS gives you easy access 
to expert ac count managers, insightful market 
intelligence and proven price risk tools. You have 
industry-leading propane control room technology, 
plus equipment purchasing power and technical 
expertise from major manufacturers. And a safety 
commitment second to none. With CHS, you get 
propane solutions to drive your profitability. 

INDUSTRY LEADING 
SOLUTIONS

Visit CHSpropaneinsights.com, contact Mark Porth  
at mark.porth@chsinc.com or call 888-494-2134  
to start planning your supply needs today.

chs8800_PMAK_KansasPropane_Print.indd   1chs8800_PMAK_KansasPropane_Print.indd   1 2/8/22   9:36 AM2/8/22   9:36 AM
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programs are outstanding and we are fortunate to 
have an educated propane expert here for teaching 
and for answering questions.  Thank you Ed Hattemer 
for a job well done!  Our office staff is exceptional 
as well.  Peggy Hurd and Jacquie Rush are awesome 
in taking care of member’s needs, whatever it may 
be.  We all pride ourselves in everything we do and 
even though I may not be in the office, these three 
employees will still be ready and willing to assist 
Kansas industry members any way they can!  
  We have come a long way since 2004.  We survived 
a shaky period which included credit card debt, lack 
of communication, lack of transparency, failure to 
conduct meetings in a timely manner and we spent 
way too much for office rent until we purchased 
the property we now call “The KanPERC Training 
Center”.  We are very proud of our facility and we 
look forward to many more years at our current 
location.  Vickie Woodbury retired two years ago, 
but she was very involved in “turning this association 
around” and getting it headed in the right direction.  
It took a lot of work, but it was absolutely worth it.  
PMAK and KanPERC and the Propane Foundation 
are in excellent financial shape and will remain that 
way with excellent board members who care about 
Propane in Kansas!  Job well done Board Members! 
  I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!  Enjoy and cherish the good 
times with family, friends and co-workers.  We enjoy 
working with each of you and look forward to the 
New Year being fun, safe and profitable for everyone!

WWe’ve already had freezing temperatures with 
a little snow in some Kansas areas.  The 
weather in Kansas can be interesting….one 

day it can be extremely mild and enjoyable, then just 
a few hours later…..things change and sometimes 
in a big way!  The propane business which we are 
involved in can be a very comparable experience.  
One day everything is going well, then just a short 
time later, our propane business can become very 
complicated.
  If you attended our PMAK Fall Meetings, Thank 
You!  We conduct District Meetings for members for 
very important reasons…..to keep you informed and 
updated on how to be safe and be in compliance when 
selling and transporting propane in Kansas.  When 
you attend District Meetings, you are informed of 
changes which affect the propane industry and your 
immediate attention may be needed pertaining to 
these topics.  Our websites (www.propaneinkansas.
org and www.pmak.org) provide links for many 
important topics so please be sure to check them 
out.  As always, feel free to contact our office for 
assistance. 
  In past magazine columns and emails over the past 
several years, I made a promise that I will continue 
to challenge every propane marketer in Kansas 
to be a “profitable” propane company.  I cannot 
discuss margins, but I can and will discuss expense 
awareness and product costs and common sense.  
You could be setting your company up to fail if you 
do not have a business plan.  Being profitable is not 
an accident….it’s a plan!  As I look back on the past 
several years, I do not regret my message.  Thank 
you for allowing me to share my opinion and thank 
you for being a leader in the propane industry in 
Kansas.
  This will likely be my last column as the PMAK 
Executive Vice President.  It has been an honor and 
privilege working for members of our PMAK and 
for Kansas PERC.  We have accomplished many 
great things during my 18 years here.  Our training 

Let’s Talk
By Greg Noll
Executive Vice President 
Propane Marketers  
Association of Kansas 

“IT TOOK A LOT OF 
WORK, BUT IT WAS 
ABSOLUTELY WORTH IT. ”

PMAK IS ON FACEBOOK!
CHECK IT OUT... VISIT PMAK’S FACEBOOK 

PAGE AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PROPANEMARKETERSASSOCIATIONOFKANSAS. 
FEEL FREE TO REFER IT TO YOUR CUSTOMERS. IF 
YOU HAVE A SUBJECT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE 

ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, PLEASE LET US KNOW!
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EEvery propane container is equipped with at least one 
pressure relief valve located in the vapor space of the 
tank. This is necessary because of the change in liquid 

volume, as well as high storage pressures. If the pressure 
inside the container becomes too high, then the relief valve 
discharges vapor and reduces the pressure to a safe level. 
This ensures that the vapor pressure never reaches the 
maximum pressure the container is designed to handle, 
which could cause it to rupture.
Bulk plant tanks have relief valves installed in the top of 
the tank. Multiple relief valves may be installed in the 
tank’s vapor space to protect the tank by automatically 
relieving excess vapor pressure that may build. Some relief 
valve outlets have long pipes attached to them called relief 
valve stacks that make sure vapors are directed away from 
the tank. Although many bulk plant tank relief valves are 
equipped with stacks, the 2014 Edition of NFPA 58 has 
changed the code and the stacks are no longer required to 
be installed on new installations built according to the new 
code. However, if the relief valves stacks are still installed, 
they must be installed and inspected to the previous code.

Perform the following important checks for all types of 
pressure relief valves:
• Determine the set-to-discharge pressure if so marked. 
The setting should be 375 psig for all DOT/ICC cylinders 
and 250 psig for all ASME containers. ASME mobile 
container relief valves are set to discharge at 312 psig. 
• Ensure that the flow capacity of the valve is correct.
• Look for missing or damaged rain caps.
• Make sure all weep holes are clear.
• Inspect pipe-away adapters for external damage or 
blockage. 
• Check for dirt, ice, and other debris in the discharge 
outlet.
• Determine if the pressure relief valve leaks.
• If the pressure relief valve is damaged or defective, it must 
be replaced, never attempt to repair a relief valve.
• Never look directly into a relief valve. Use a mirror to 
inspect the inside of  a relief valve.

Educating 
With Ed
By Ed Hattemer
Director of Education, KanPERC 
edhattemer@pmak.org 

PRESSURE RELIEF 
VALVES

All containers used in industrial truck service (including 
forklift truck cylinders) must have the container pressure 
relief valve replaced with a new or unused valve within 12 
years of the date of manufacture of the container and every 
10 years thereafter. 
In addition, all valve manufacturers suggest that pressure 
relief valves be replaced periodically whether they appear 
damaged or not. Follow your company’s policy regarding 
relief valve replacement.
Merry Christmas to all! Have a safe and profitable winter.

You should have received your 2023 PMAK & 
NPGA Membership Dues Renewal form in the 
mail by now. We thank those who have already 
sent their dues back to our office. We hope you will 
continue to have faith in our State and National 
Associations to continue as a member. 

               2023 PMAK  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Changes are underway in the 2023 PMAK 
Membership and Buyers Guide. If you have any 
contact information that needs to be updated, 
added and/or corrected please let our office know 
as soon as possible. 
As always, if you should have any questions, 
concerns or suggestions please do not hesitate to 
contact our PMAK office at 785/354-1749 or email 
us at pmak@pmak.org. 
Thank you for your continued support of YOUR 
Association! We appreciate each and every one of 
you! 

2023 MEMBERSHIP  
DIRECTORY AND BUYERS GUIDE 
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Create your free profile 
at Vets2.org and 

NextGenPropane.com today!

MAKE IT EASY
TO FIND 
QUALIFIED JOB
APPLICANTS
Workforce Development 
Program for Our 
Members!

POST JOB 
OPENINGS ONLINE  

FOR LOCAL 
VETERANS, CDL & 
HVAC APPLICANTS 

LOOKING FOR 
WORK
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 bergquistinc.com  |  800.821.3878

      DSS7 Dual Second-Stage Regulator
The revolutionary DSS7 regulators offer a 

new level of safety to the industry by shutting off 
flow to the building if it detects an unsafe overpressure 

condition or if the container runs out of propane.

• Superior stability and 
  performance
• Outlet connection has 
  a sensing tube which 
  monitors the downstream    
  pressure
• Has a 'slam shut' 
  shutoff device  
• For domestic and 
  light commercial 
  applications

Kansas - Bergquist November 2022 ad copy.indd   1 11/16/2022   11:14:33 AM

The Propane Foundation of Kansas Safe Installations of 
Appliances Rebate Program has recently changed. 

The major change is the dollar amounts have increased 
which customers are now eligible to receive for new 
propane appliances. 

Go to www.pmak.org or www.kanperc.org and click Safe 
Appliance Installation Rebate Program to print the new 
application forms which now show the changes.

Changes are:

• A propane-fueled furnace or propane-fueled boiler 
will now receive $500 per appliance.

• A propane-fueled tank-less water heater or a 
propane-fueled tank-type water heater will now 
receive $400 per appliance.

• Total amount per customer may not exceed $1,500.

SAFE APPLIANCE REBATE PROGRAM UPDATE
By Jacquie Rush, Program Administrator

Well over $500,000 has been paid to LP customers from the Rebate Program since starting in 
July of 2014. It has benefited customers as well as Marketers and we will continue to offer this 
program.
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401.481.2281

Products and Services Chosen 
Especially for Propane Companies

For full program information and links, visit the NPGA Member Dashboard and 
choose Affinity Programs on the Benefits & Services tab.   NPGA.ORG

P3 Propane Safety
Compliance System & Duty to Warn

The P3 Compliance System offers a safety documentation 
and compliance management system to help marketers 
achieve 100% accurate safety documentation.

Jerry Schimmel: jerry_schimmel@p3propanesafety.com

Duty to Warn for Propane is a cost-effective program to 
provide customized annual consumer safety mailings.

Crum & Forster
Insurance Solutions

Teresa Lala:   teresa.lala@cfins.com
Todd Buechler: todd.buechler@cfins.com

Crum & Forster companies have specialized in providing 
insurance solutions to the propane industry since 1923.

Cintas
Uniforms & Facility Supplies

Receive special pricing on select uniforms and supplies, 
including fire protection, first aid, and safety products.

800.795.7368

Constant Contact
Email Solutions

Reach current customers and find new ones in all the 
places that matter: email, social, mobile, web.

A.R.M. Solutions
Debt Collection & A/R Services

The LP-gas industry’s collection EXPERT collects accounts 
and virtually eliminates bad debt while enhancing 
customer retention and overall profitability for marketers 
nationwide, for an average cost of less than 3%.

888.772.6468

Colonial Life
Supplemental Insurance

Denise Stanley:  denise.stanley@ColonialLifeSales.com

Colonial Life extends supplemental benefits like dental, 
disability, life, accident, and more that you can offer 
employees without direct cost to your business.

NPGA Logo Gear
Custom Apparel 

Proud to be an NPGA member? Show 
the world with NPGA-branded logo gear! 
Polos, caps, and more, made just for you.
https://npgashop.itemorder.com/

The Goodyear Tire Purchasing Program offers competitive 
pricing on commercial, light truck, and auto tires.
Steve Boone: stephen_boone@goodyear.com

Goodyear
Tires

NPGA Propane Marketplace
Online Products & Services Directory

Find products & services or advertise at reasonable rates.
https://npgapropanemarketplace.com/

Staples
Office Supplies & More

Offers discounts on office supplies and more, with free 
shipping on every order!

877.826.7755

877.212.0076

713.954.8106
309.838.3231  

215.768.8014

William Cook: wcook62@comcast.net
Simple solutions to employment issues.

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSOCIATES
Personnel Consultants

HR Associates
Human Resources Support

703.590.3841

Energy for Everyone Logo Gear
Custom Apparel

Spread the word that propane is energy for everyone! 
Branded gear, made to order.
https://propaneenergy.itemorder.com/
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NPGA TODAY
By Eric Payne

NPGA District 4 Director 
Regional Manager

DCC Propane

Eric Payne is District 4 Director for NPGA.  Eric is 
currently the Kansas Regional Manager for DCC 
Propane.  Eric graduated from Kansas State University. 
Over his nearly 19 years actively in the business, 
Eric has been a Bulk and Cylinder Delivery Driver, 
Customer Service Representative, Salesman, Director 
of Communications, District Manager and is currently 
the Kansas/Missouri General Manager. Eric served two 
terms on the KanPERC board beginning in 2016. Eric’s 
community involvement includes serving as a Board 
Member for the Ronald McDonald House, volunteering 
for the Boy Scouts of America and YMCA.  Eric married 
his high school sweetheart, Cara, in 2002, and has 
11-year-old  triplets, Watson, Emery and Owen.

The Cylinder Exchange Council met to review 
the changes that will appear in the 2023 edition 
of NFPA 58, including the new inspection 
requirements for cylinder valves and “face 
seals.” In addition, the Council discussed the 
ongoing project begun by the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology and the National 
Conference on Weights and Measures. These 
organizations are gathering data on the tare 
weight of grill cylinders and will publish a report 
later this year with the results and any future 
actions they intend to take.

The Manufacturers Section discussed some 
notable changes including new provisions that 
will allow the general public to refuel propane 
vehicles; new requirements for purging bulk 
plant piping systems into and out of service; and 
the clarification of requirements for protecting 
container openings and piping systems.

PROPANE PAC
The Propane PAC Steering Committee held its 
meeting and discussed current fundraising efforts, 
PAC events  in Scottsdale, disbursements, and 
possible events for next year. During the meeting, 
the committee had a thorough conversation on 
possible events to hold next year for the PAC and 
ways to get more NPGA members involved to 
increase fundraising efforts.

In addition to the Propane PAC Steering 
Committee meeting, the PAC hosted multiple 
events throughout the week, including a Propane 
PAC Reception, a Propane Politics and Coffee 
event, and a Spa and Golf outing. While all 
events were well attended, PAC members were 

most excited to hear from political guest speaker 
Mike Noble on the upcoming elections during 
the Propane Politics and Coffee event. Attendees 
heard about how redistricting, voter turnout, and 
inflation may impact which political party will be 
in power on Capitol Hill next year. To finish the 
week, a group of Propane PAC donors joined the 
PAC’s golf and spa fundraiser.

NATIONAL PROPANE GAS FOUNDATION
The 2022-2023 scholarship cycle is complete. 
The Committee awarded 110 scholarships for a 
total of $147,000. The application for the next 
cycle opens on December 15. The silent auction 
in Scottsdale, Arizona raised approximately 
$25,000.  The 2022 Corporate Partners Campaign 
raised $61,500 from 34 donors.  On August 31, 
2022, the CR&P Subcommittee recommended 
and the Executive Committee approved a formal 
proposal to transition the NPGF Steering and 
Full Scholarship Committees to a Standing 
Committee of NPGA.

CHANGES TO 2023 
EDITION OF NFPA 58
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NPGA UPDATE
By John Pankratz

NPGA State Director 
Fairbank Equipment, Inc., 

Wichita, KS 

As your elected State Director, I wanted to provide you with 
important updates and a summary of activities that took place at 
the most recent NPGA Board of Directors meeting. 
NPGA’s committees and task forces held meetings and discussed 
issues of importance to all propane industry members. I encourage 
you to take the time to read my report below.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent you.  

The Governmental Affairs Committee convened 
to receive updates from NPGA staff and discuss 
pressing advocacy issues impacting the propane 
industry. As is customary, the Committee broke 
into three taskforce sessions – federal legislative, 
federal regulatory, and state.
In the legislative session, NPGA staff provided 
updates on the recently-passed Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022 and discussed this 
legislation’s potential opportunities and 
shortcomings.
During the regulatory session, association staff 
provided updates on the numerous regulatory 
actions the Biden Administration is pursuing 
through the Department of Energy and the 
Environmental Protection Agency, along with the 
potential impacts these regulations could have if 
they come to fruition.
Lastly, in the State breakout session, discussions 
focused on recent ban the ban activities, 
including states that recently passed related 
legislation and opportunities for additional 
states to do so in upcoming legislative sessions. 
The group discussed efforts taken by localities 
to ban new gas connections and encourage the 
electrification of buildings. NPGA 
is currently tracking such activity by 
80 municipalities across 15 states.            
These ordinances seek to curtail the 
industry’s core revenue stream: space 
and water heating gallons by residential 
and commercial customers.

And at public utility commissions, fuel-switching 
continues to be problematic. Utilities are trying 
to offer subsidies for building and transportation 
electrification schemes. Using ratepayer money 
in this fashion is anti-competitive and distorts the 
marketplace in which propane must compete for 
customers.

Marketer Section Vice Chair, Chad Kroening, 
reviewed highlights from the district breakouts 
and reminded all members that they are invited 
to participate in district breakout sessions, 
which are held via Zoom prior to the Marketer 
Meeting. NPGA’s Bruce Swiecicki gave an update 
regarding the proposal to ban unvented heaters 
by ASHRAE; NPGA and other members of the 
coalition will file appeals to protest this ban. 
PERC’s Tucker Perkins gave an update on the 
activities being pursued by the Council. The 
section meeting featured a panel discussion on 
Marketer Emergency Preparedness, with Rob 
Scott of Scott & Associates, an expert regarding 
wildfires, Chief Kelly Baggs of the Scottsdale 
Fire Department, and Eric Sears, NPGA State 

Association Relations Manager.

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
2022 FALL BOARD OF DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE & SECTION MEETINGS

MARKETER SECTION
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2023 Training and Events Calendar
March 14...PMAK Committee Meetings (Topeka)

 15...PMAK Board Meeting, Foundation 
and KanPERC Council Meeting (Topeka)

April 4, 5, 6....District Meetings (Dodge City, 
Hays, Salina)

 11, 12, 13....District Meetings (Wichita, 
Iola, Topeka)

 23-25....SE Convention & International 
Propane Expo (Nashville)

May 1 & 2....1.0 Basic Principles & Practices; 
Dispensing Propane Safely (Topeka)

 3, 4, 5....2.1-2.4 Bobtail & Cylinder 
Delivery Operations & System Testing 
Training (Topeka)

 9....PMAK Committee Meetings (Topeka)

 10....PMAK Board & Annual Meeting, 
Foundation & KanPERC Council Meeting 
(Topeka)

 15 & 16....3.0 Basic Plant Operations 
(Topeka)

June 4-7....Propane Days (Washington, D.C.)

 12 & 13....4.1 Designing & Installing 
Vapor Distribution Systems (Topeka)  

 26 & 27....4.2 Placing Vapor Distribution 
Systems & Appliances into Operations 
(Topeka)

 

July 10 & 11....1.0 Basic Principles & 
Practices & Dispensing Propane Safely 
(Topeka)

 12-14....2.1-2.4 Bobtail & Cylinder 
Delivery Operations & System Testing 
Training (Topeka)

August 1....PMAK Committee Meetings (Topeka)

 2....PMAK Board, Foundation and 
KanPERC Council Meeting (Topeka)

 7-9....Mid-States Management Forum 
(Rogers, Arkansas)

September 8-17....Kansas State Fair (Hutchinson)

October 3, 4, 5....District Meetings (Dodge City, 
Hays, Salina)

 10, 11, 12....District Meetings (Wichita, 
Iola, Topeka)

 23 & 24....1.0 Basic Principles & 
Practices & Dispensing Propane Safely 
(Topeka)

 25-27....2.1-2.4 Bobtail & Cylinder 
Delivery Operations & System Testing 
Training (Topeka)

November 7....PMAK Committee Meetings (Topeka)

 8....PMAK Board Meeting, Foundation 
and KanPERC Council Meeting 
(Topeka) 

 (Revised 10-18-2022)

SENATE BILL 24
Senate Bill 24 allows customers to choose the energy they 
desire and does not allow municipalities to prohibit propane 
if  a citizen requests propane as their energy choice.

SENATE BILL 24:  AN ACT concerning municipalities; 
prohibiting any requirements that impact a customer’s use 
of energy; relating to the retail provision of natural gas and 
propane; creating the Kansas energy choice act. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1.  (a) As used in this section:
 (1) “Municipality” means any county, city, township or other 

political or taxing subdivision thereof, or any board, bureau, 

commission, committee, department, division or other agency 
thereof. 

(2) “Utility service” means the retail provision of natural gas or 
propane.   
(b) A municipality shall not impose any ordinance, resolution, 

code, rule, provision, standard, permit, plan or any other 
binding action that prohibits, discriminates against, 
restricts, limits, impairs, or has the effect thereof, an end 
use customer’s use of a utility service.

(c) This section shall not be construed to restrict the ability of 
a municipality to limit an end use customer’s use of a utility 
service if the end use customer is such municipality. 

(d) This section shall be known and may be cited as the Kansas 
Energy Choice Act.  This act shall take effect and be in force 
after its publication in the Kansas register April 22, 2021.
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Written by Todd 
Mouw,  president 
of ROUSH Clean-
Tech, an industry 
leader of advanced 
clean vehicle tech-
nology. Mouw has more than two decades of experience 
in the automotive and high-tech industries. As former 
president of the NTEA Green Truck Association, Mouw 
helped set standards in the green trucking industry. To 
learn more, visit ROUSHcleantech.com.

By Todd Mouw
President 
ROUSH CleanTech

Awardees for the Clean School Bus Program were 
announced last week. Nearly $1 billion in rebates 
will go toward replacing diesel vehicles with cleaner 
alternatives. I am a big supporter of EV, but I be-
lieve we missed the mark. 

Why? Nearly all of the $1 billion will go toward 
2,350 electric school buses. As a stark contrast, there 
will only be 109 low-emission school buses powered 
by propane and compressed natural gas.

With a sum as large as $1 billion, the program could 
have made a much bigger dent in replacing older, 
high-emitting diesel buses. If the goal is to get as 
many dirty diesel buses off the roads as possible, did 
we actually do that with this round of funding? The 
answer is clearly no.

In fact, with the $1 billion funding program speci-
fications, we could have put as many as 29,000 pro-
pane school buses at bus stops across the country, 
which would cover almost all of the school buses 
replaced on an annual basis. Propane buses cost a 
third as much as electric buses, and they don’t re-
quire extensive and expensive infrastructure related 
to charging stations, electrical service upgrades and 
system overhauls.

Plus, propane buses have a range of 400 miles on 
a single fueling, which is hundreds of miles more 
than electric buses. And, propane buses make much 
more sense for rural and semi-rural areas where the 
electrical grid cannot support the infrastructure 
needed to power and sustain electric school buses.

The Propane Education & Research Council esti-
mates that replacing 29,000 diesel buses with pro-
pane buses would reduce nitrogen oxide emis-
sions by 7,846 metric tons per year and carbon 
dioxide emissions by a whopping 155,472 metric 
tons per year. Replacing 2,350 diesel buses with 
electric buses will reduce nitrogen oxide emissions 
by just 665 metric tons per year and reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by only 36,870 metric tons per 
year, considering the average emissions output of 

the U.S. electrical grid. In addition, those 29,000 
propane school buses would save districts almost 
$131 million in fuel costs annually and $1.6 billion 
over their entire lifecycle.

ROUSH CleanTech’s propane engine is 90% cleaner 
than national emissions requirements and achieves 
2027 proposed standards on nitrogen oxide. School 
buses with our propane fuel system emit fewer 
greenhouse gases, smog-producing hydrocarbons, 
and nitrogen oxides, and virtually eliminate par-
ticulate emissions. 

The bottom line? ROUSH CleanTech’s propane au-
togas engines have the lowest nitrogen oxide levels 
of any school bus engine on the market, including 
those powered by the electric grid.

The Clean School Bus Program will provide another 
$4 billion to replace existing diesel buses with clean-
er alternatives over the next four years. As we prog-
ress through the balance of the Clean School Bus 
Program, perhaps there is a better way to distribute 
those dollars in an effort to drive in both emissions 
reductions AND significant cost savings.

For more information about why propane autogas 
makes the most sense for U.S schools, visit ROUSH-
cleantech.com, or reach out to us to start a conver-
sation.

WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN.... 
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Support your 
state association!
Use referral code KS10

Additional  information can be found at https://www.npga.org/impact/workforce/entry-level-driver-
training/.  For additional ELDT-ACE information, contact ACE at eldt@npga.org. 
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National Propane Gas Foundation Scholarships 
The National Propane Gas Foundation 
(NPGF) Scholarship Fund awards $1,000 
and $2,000 scholarships to students 
pursuing any course of study at two- and 
four-year colleges or technical, trade, or 
vocational schools. Students pursuing 
propane-related careers are especially 
encouraged to apply. Eligible applicants 
are children of employees of NPGA 
member companies, state propane 
associations, or PERC.   

Since 1994, the NPGF Scholarship Fund 
has awarded more than two million 
dollars in scholarships to 1400+ 
children of NPGA member company 
employees! 

Key Dates 
December 15, 2022 

 Application window opens 

February 15, 2023 
Application deadline 

To Learn more about this opportunity  
on NPGA’s website, read about the 2021 

scholarship recipients, and see a list of 
the generous donors who make this 

program possible, go to:
www.npga.org/?s=scholarship  

Questions?   
Contact us at scholarship@npga.org 
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Sapp Bros., Inc. has acquired Home Oil Services, a local 
northeast Kansas propane business. Home Oil Services 
has been serving propane to the community since 1981. 
Sapp Bros., Inc, has also been in business for over 50 
years and will serve Home Oil Services customers as well 
as new northeast Kansas customers. A Sapp Bros., Inc. 
spokesperson said, “Employees pride themselves on being 
family and employee owned, which enables us to provide 
excellent customer service, while maintaining quality, well-
paying jobs in the area we serve. We’re excited to be part of  
the community!”

Member News

JOHNNY BROOKS
John William Brooks III, 71, Marshfield, 
was born May 15, 1951, to John 
William (Bill) and Mary Ruth 
(Jameson) Brooks in Springfield, 
Missouri. Johnny departed this life on 
October 5, 2022. 
Among his many passions, Johnny 
was a dedicated industry supporter, 

serving in every possible capacity on the MPGA and 
MOPERC boards. He had just been reconfirmed as 
Missouri’s State Director to the NPGA board.

JOHN D. MCGLYNN
John D. McGlynn, 75, Marshfield, 
Missouri, formerly of  Willow 
Springs, Missouri passed away 
October 19th, 2022 at Cox 
Hospital, Springfield, Missouri.                                                                                                                             
John was preceded in death by his 
parents, Ernest and Lillian McGlynn and 
niece, Jill McGlynn. John is survived 
by his wife, Cheryl of  the home; his 
children, Jacki Lee, Branson, Missouri 
and Scott McGlynn and wife Mychelle, 

Marshfield, Missouri; three grandchildren, Bailee Lee, 
Johnathan McGlynn and Emma McGlynn; brother, Michael 
McGlynn and wife, Susan, Union, Missouri; as well as many 
nieces, nephews, family and friends. 
John was united in marriage to Cheryl Hayes                                                                                                              
on November 28th, 1968. John attended college at 
the University of  Arkansas and was a Razorback fan.  

Graveside services were held October 28th at Mt. Pisgah 
Cemetery, Strafford, MO. Memorial donations may be 
made to The American Cancer Society or the University 
of  Arkansas in care of  the Day Funeral Home.  

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

THE NAMES YOU KNOW, 
THE SERVICE YOU EXPECT

L i q u i d s  P a r t n e r s

124 Walnut St. Yankton, SD 57078
www.meridianliquids.com

With propane supply at your local 
Kansas terminals,  cal l  today and 
experience the Meridian difference.

KNOWLEDGEABLE. TRUSTED. RESOURCEFUL.

MARK O’DONNELL
605-664-4973
mark.odonnell@meridianliquids.com

TERESA RAYBOURN
918-633-0304  
teresa.raybourn@meridianliquids.com 

TRAVIS LAMBORN
918-906-5234
travis.lamborn@meridianliquids.com
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Executive Committee

President:  
Hannah Ramriez, Trinity Ag, LLC, Smith Center, KS 

Vice-President:   
Mike Tanner, Aegis General Insurance Agency, Wichita, KS

Secretary-Treasurer:   
Emily Haas, Central Prairie Co-op, Sterling, KS

Immediate Past President:   
David Stewart, Heartland Propane, Girard, KS 

District I

Director: Brian Waggoner, Consumer Oil & Propane, Bendena, KS
Co-Director: Brett Fletcher, B & P Propane, Holton, KS 

District II

Director: Nick Harris, Harris LP Inc., Hepler, KS
Co-Director: Tom Rexwinkle, Bartlett Co-op Assn., Coffeyville, KS

District III

Director: Marty Mashak, Ramsey Propane, Hutchinson, KS
Co-Director:  Karl Serrien, Central Valley Ag, Minneapolis, KS

District IV

Director:  Jim Osborn, Jim’s Propane, Inc., Leon, KS
Co-Director:  Charles Coggins, Central Energy Co., LLC, Anthony, KS

District V

Director: Michael Carpenter, Farmers Union Merc. & Shipping 
Assn., Stockton, KS  

Co-Director: OPEN

District VI

Director:  David Strecker, Alliance Ag & Grain, LLC, Minneola, KS

Co-Director:  Dennis DeVaney, Garden City Propane, LLC, 
Garden City, KS

Director At Large: Jared Ballard, Nixon & Lindstrom Insurance, 
Springfield, MO

NPGA State Director: John Pankratz, Fairbank Equipment, Inc., 
Wichita, KS

NPGA Dist. IV Director: Eric Payne, Propane Central, LLC., Wichita, KS

Committee Chairs

Constitution and By-Laws: Toby Ward, FEI, Inc., Wichita, KS

Convention Committee: OPEN
Education & Safety: Chris Klein, AV Energy, LLC., Dodge City, KS
Finance: Cody Kalous, Leavenworth Co. Cooperative Assn., Lansing, KS
Governmental Affairs: Brandi Torre, Ferrell North America, Parkville, MO 

& Lainie Blackburn, Ferrell North America, Liberty, MO
Membership Services: Mark Porth, CHS, Inc., Lawson, MO
Nominating: David Stewart, Heartland Propane, Girard, KS
Promotion & Market Development: Karl Serrien, Central Valley Ag, 

Minneapolis, KS

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
When you need products or services, check with our associate members first.  Shop those 

who show a continued dedication to your Association and the propane industry.

Propane Marketers Association of Kansas 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
3 J FUEL CARRIERS, INC. 
Wichita, Kansas

ADD SYSTEMS 
Flanders, New Jersey

AEGIS GENERAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY 
Wichita, Kansas 

ALLIANCE ENERGY SERVICES, LLC 
North Kansas City, Missouri 

ARROW TANK & ENGINEERING CO. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

BASYS PROCESSING, INC. 
Lenexa, Kansas

BERGQUIST, INC. 
Toledo, Ohio

BOSSELMAN TANK & 
TRAILER, INC. 
Grand Island, Nebraska

BROADSTROKE, INC. 
Wichita, Kansas

CACTUS TANKS, LLC 
Chandler, Oklahoma

CHS, INC. 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

CRUM & FORSTER 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

D & D PROVES IT, INC. 
Salina, Kansas

EDMONSTON & ASSOCIATES 
Topeka, Kansas

FAIRBANK EQUIPMENT, INC. 
Wichita, Kansas

FEI, INC. 
Valley City, North Dakota

FLAME ENGINEERING, INC. 
LaCrosse, Kansas 

GAS EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
Kansas City, Missouri

GREEN-LP 
Strafford, Missouri

GROWMARK ENERGY 
Bloomington, Illinois

HTP ENERGY 
Silver Lake, Kansas

JOHN E. JONES OIL CO., INC. 
Stockton, Kansas

LEISZLER OIL COMPANY 
Manhattan, Kansas

LPG VENTURES, INC. 
Kearney, Missouri

McGLYNN & ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC 
Marshfield, Missouri 

MARKETERS GENERAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

MEEDER EQUIPMENT CO. 
Fresno, California

MERIDIAN LIQUIDS PARTNERS, LLC 
Yankton, South Dakota

MID-CONTINENT  
TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
Great Bend, Kansas

NGL SUPPLY WHOLESALE, LLC 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

NIXON & LINDSTROM INSURANCE 
Springfield, Missouri

PROPANE RESOURCES, LLC 
Mission, Kansas

PRO VALUE INSURANCE, LLC 
Hutchinson, Kansas

QUALITY STEEL 
Cleveland, Mississippi

REGO 
Normal, Illinois 

SPECIALIZED PIPING AND 
EQUIPMENT, LLC 
Leon, Kansas

TERRAVEST INDUSTRIES 
Clio, Michigan

TRAILER SALES & SERVICES OF KS 
Wichita, Kansas

TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES 
Wichita, Kansas

WANKLYN OIL COMPANY, INC. 
Frankfort, Kansas

WASHER SPECIALTIES COMPANY 
Wichita, Kansas

WESTMOR INDUSTRIES, LLC 
Morris, Minnesota



3700 Jewell St. • Wichita, KS • 1-800-666-5764
www.fairbankequipment.com

Fairbank Equipment is an authorized distributor for the 
original RegO valves and regulators. Ever since the beginning 
of the propane industry, marketers have been able to count on 
RegO for dependable performance and reliability. Don’t be fooled 
by cheap imitations. Buy original RegO products from 
Fairbank Equipment, your authorized distributor. 
The people you know and trust.The people you know and trust.

American Made, Quality We’re Proud Of

HIGH QUALITY HEATERS

PROPANE MARKETERS 
ASSOCIATION OF KANSAS
540 NW Broad St.
Topeka, KS 66608

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


