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Propane Industry Update  

 

The past two weeks have been one of the most difficult times ever experienced in the propane 

industry.  Winter weather continues to blast Kansas, as well as the entire country, with one extreme 

cold front after another.  Propane supply issues were a concern after a long, late grain drying season 

in the upper mid-west.   Pipelines, used to transfer propane, were dealing with issues including 

breakdowns, shut downs and closures for maintenance and repairs. Long lines of transports trucks 

waited for hours to load their trucks and deliver propane to marketers.  There were concerns that 

propane supply levels were lower than desired as winter progressed but no one predicted or expected 

that the cost of propane would reach unprecedented high prices and receive national attention on 

radio, television and in newspapers.  

   

Damage created by the sharp, unexpected and unfair price increases have severely impacted our 

industry in a negative way and will have both short term and long term effects on all industry members 

and their customers.  Kansas marketers, their customers, suppliers and the media continue to look for 

answers as to how did this happen to the propane industry?  Opinions pertaining to the state of the 

industry vary but it is certain that this propane crisis is real and immediate actions are being taken by 

marketers and suppliers across the country.  

 

Customers who use propane should be advised to conserve their propane supply as much as possible 

and visit with their propane supplier to discuss other options.  To conserve propane, customers can 

turn down the thermostats on gas appliances, close heat vents and shut doors on unused rooms and 

discontinue using propane to heat garages, barns and outbuildings if possible. 

 

Every effort will be made by propane companies in Kansas to be certain that their customer’s propane 

needs are met.  The Propane Marketers Association of Kansas is fully aware of the impact this 

situation creates for customers and marketers and is working with local and national officials to seek 

immediate relief for all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


